AP English III: aplongoria.weebly.com, 841-6389, victoria.longoria@austinisd.org

English Language and Composition

T h e C o u r s e

Introduction

An AP course in English Language and Composition engages students in becoming skilled readers of prose written in a variety of rhetorical contexts, and in becoming skilled writers who compose for a variety of purposes. Both their writing and their reading should make students aware of the interactions among a writer’s purposes, audience expectations, and subjects, as well as the way genre conventions and the resources of language contribute to effectiveness in writing.

Goals

The goals of an AP English Language and Composition course are diverse because the college composition course is one of the most varied in the curriculum. Although the college course provides students with opportunities to write about a variety of subjects from a variety of disciplines and to demonstrate an awareness of audience and purpose, the overarching objective in most first-year writing courses is to enable students to write effectively and confidently in their college courses across the curriculum and in their professional and personal lives. Most composition courses emphasize the expository, analytical and argumentative writing that forms the basis of academic and professional communication, as well as the personal and reflective writing that fosters the development of writing facility in any context. In addition, most composition courses teach students that the expository, analytical and argumentative writing they must do in college is based on reading as well as on personal experience and observation. Composition courses, therefore, teach students to read primary and secondary sources carefully, to synthesize material from these texts in their own compositions, and to cite sources using conventions recommended by professional organizations such as the Modern Language Association (MLA), the University of Chicago Press (The Chicago Manual of Style), the American Psychological Association (APA) and the Council of Biology Editors (CBE).

Upon completing the AP English Language and Composition course, then, students should be able to:

• analyze and interpret samples of good writing, identifying and explaining an author’s use of rhetorical strategies and   techniques;

• apply effective strategies and techniques in their own writing;

• create and sustain arguments based on readings, research and/or personal experience;

• write for a variety of purposes;

• produce expository, analytical and argumentative compositions that introduce a complex central idea and develop it with appropriate evidence drawn from primary and/or secondary sources, cogent explanations and clear transitions;

• demonstrate understanding and mastery of standard written English as well as stylistic maturity in their own writings;

• demonstrate understanding of the conventions of citing primary and secondary sources;

• move effectively through the stages of the writing process, with careful attention to inquiry and research, drafting, revising, editing and review;

• write thoughtfully about their own process of composition;

• revise a work to make it suitable for a different audience;

• analyze image as text; and

• evaluate and incorporate reference documents into researched papers.

Student Responsibilities

Because of the rigorous nature of the course, students should be prepared to spend a MINIMUM of one hour daily reading and studying for the class. Outside readings must be completed as homework and it is expected that students complete such readings AND annotate the selections BEFORE coming to class to discuss. In order to adequately prepare students for the culminating AP exam in May, time and curricula will be managed efficiently. As with any college course, it is the student’s responsibility to arrange for extra help or tutoring in the event that he or she falls behind or is absent. 

Attendance is vital to success in an AP class. While some circumstances may be unavoidable, it is imperative that students attend regularly, be on time and be prepared for the day’s lesson. Students will be required to establish a “study buddy”. In the case of an absence, it is the “study buddy’s” responsibility to obtain any texts, handouts etc. for the absent student. Likewise, it is the absent student’s responsibility to make contact with his or her “study buddy” and procure such items. Additionally, it is the student’s task to seek the teacher’s help for any missed class time or instruction. This is not to be done during regular class hours, but at another pre-arranged time, before or after school, according to both teacher’s and student’s schedule. “Reteaching” of lessons during regularly scheduled class hours will not occur.

Students and parents can stay informed of class assignments, discussions, exams and essays by checking the class website: aplongoria.weebly.com. Each six weeks a new syllabus will be posted on the site, as well as any handouts available for download and links to pertinent internet sites. In this manner, there will be no excuse for students to be ignorant of the class itinerary.

Late work will NOT be tolerated! Work missed due to an excused absence will be accepted for ONLY the number of days the student was out. The class will adhere to College Board standards of excellence and rigor. That includes maintaining policies that most authentically correspond to the expectations of a college level course. Due dates will be publicly posted and included on the six weeks syllabus. Students are expected to note such dates as they see fit. There will also be no opportunity for “extra credit” work in lieu of missing assignments. The only extra credit opportunities will be indicated on the syllabus and given supplemental credit ONLY. Extra credit will not replace a zero.

The grading policy is as follows: Homework – 10%, Class work – 20% , Exams, Quizzes, Timed Essays – 35%, Essays –35%

Plagiarism is a punishable offence and will NOT be tolerated. Many colleges and universities adhere to strict rules regarding plagiarism and are known to expel students caught for such grievances. Students are expected to properly cite sources and quotes rather than cut and paste work from the internet. Students discovered plagiarizing work will be formally reprimanded with a disciplinary referral and will receive no credit for the assignment and will NOT be given the opportunity to make up the work.

Academic Responsibilities

Each six weeks students will be required to read a book outside of class. Each book will be accompanied by Reading Guides and Dialectical Journals. The guides and journals prepare students for Socratic seminars in which students discuss and analyze the books, as well as establish the basis for a culminating analytical essay over the book. It is IMPERATIVE that students remain current in their reading. Participation in Socratic seminars warrants a test grade. Students MUST have the Reading  Guide and Dialectical Journal assignments COMPLETE prior to Socratic seminars in order to receive full credit. 

It is the student’s responsibility to acquire the assigned book reading. Some are available through the school library or inter-library loan or the public library. All books are easily found at bookstores such as Book People, Half Price Books, and Borders. Used books are also readily available for online purchase at amazon.com or powells.com. I recommend students purchase their own copies of each book so they are free to annotate, write in margins and highlight pertinent passages. This will significantly aid students in preparing for discussions and analytical writing assignments. The books required for each six weeks are as follows:

1) We Wish To Inform You That Tomorrow We Will Be Killed With Our Families, Philip Gourevitch, Picador USA, Copyright 1998

2) Kaffir Boy, Mark Mathabane, Touchstone, Copyright 1986

3) Nickel and Dimed: On (Not) Getting By In America, Barbara Ehrenreich, Holt Paperbacks, Copyright 2001

4) The Screwtape Letters, C.S. Lewis, Harper Collins, Copyright 1942

5) Fast Food Nation, Eric Schlosser, Houghton Mifflin Company, Copyright 2002

6) The Reluctant Fundamentalist, Mohsin Hamid, Harcourt Books, Copyright 2007

Students should obtain all books as soon as possible and NOT leave it to the last minute. There are several options for procuring books, thus not having a copy is an unacceptable excuse for lack of preparation or incomplete assignments.

Parents are also encouraged to read the books and discuss the Reading Guides and Dialectical Journals with their child. Literary discourse of all sorts will be an asset to students’ academic success in the class, so please, parents and students, read and talk about what you are reading!

For each book that is read, students are required to submit a ten-quote analysis of the book. Explicit directions and an example will be provided for each book. The analysis must be typed in Times New Roman, space and a half, 12 point font. 

Students will compose one Occasional Paper per six weeks. The purpose of the 300 word Occasional Paper is to provide students a forum to reflectively and analytically write about important or impressive events they encounter in their daily lives. One Occasional Paper will be written per six weeks. It must by typed and read aloud to the class. Students may turn the paper in and present it at any time during the six weeks, up until the last Wednesday of the grading session. 

Six weeks syllabi will focus on a central, thematic question. Thematic questions for the year are as follows:

1) How do societies value humans?

2) How does education mold a person?

3) What are you working for?

4) What role should religion play in public life?

5) Why worry about food and water?

6) What is Asian identity in a postcolonial world?

The end of each thematic question will be punctuated by a movie or documentary viewing in class. The film will be thematically related to the texts read during the six weeks. Students will be required to write an analysis of the movie or documentary.

Additionally, students will be provided with a list of pertinent literary terms and SAT vocabulary words each week. Learners must diligently study and review these words. It is expected that students incorporate new vocabulary into their class discussion and academic assignments. Frequent quizzes will be administered to assess students’ knowledge of vocabulary.

Supplies

In addition to the aforementioned books required for each six weeks, students will need the following:

1) large three-ring binder

2) highlighters of various colors

3) USB port jump drive

4) Post it notes

5) Pens and pencils

6) Box of tissue

Whenever possible, students will be given ALL handouts for the six weeks at the beginning of the grading session. It is the student’s responsibility to keep up with his or her papers. In the event a student forgets or loses a handout, additional papers will NOT be given. It will be the student’s responsibility to copy the paper from someone else. There is a coin-operated copy machine for student use in the library. It is STRONGLY recommended that students get a binder right away!

Cell Phones and Electronic Devices
Unauthorized use of electronic devices will not be allowed in the classroom. Parents, if you urgently need to get in touch with your child, please call the class line directly: 841-6389. Student claims that “It’s my mom texting!” will be answered by me first. Abuse of the class rule will result in confiscation of electronic devices.

******************************************************************************************************

Parents, please cut bottom portion, sign and give to student to return to teacher.

I ____________________________________, parent or guardian of ________________________________ have read the Course Description and Class Policies. I understand the contents and will do my best to support my child and promote academic success. I understand that the class is rigorous and requires dedication on the student’s part. Attendance is crucial and my child must remain current in his or her studies in order to be successful in the class. I also understand the importance of my child having proper supplies in a timely manner.

_________________________________________________________________________________ Signature

___________________________ Phone (Home and Cell) _____________________________________ email

