









NAME: _____________________

Kaffir Boy: Final Essay

Now that you have read the entire book, Kaffir Boy, you will write a rhetorical analytical essay in which you: Discuss the author’s attitude toward education and the strategies the author employed to achieve his purpose. The process is exactly like the process you used to write your five-sentence analyses on the Gourevitch quotes, only more expansive. To begin, read Chapter 4, “An In-Depth Look at the Rhetorical Analysis Essay Question” from Preparing for the AP Language and Composition Exam. Follow the advice carefully and DO NOT simply SUMMARAIZE! Your grade, and possibly your health, will SUFFER greatly if you do! This essay is DUE JANUARY 12th, 2011. EACH DAY THE ESSAY IS LATE YOU WILL BE DEDUCTED 10 POINTS, UP TO THREE DAYS LATE – AFTER THAT, I WILL NOT ACCEPT IT! NO QUESTIONS ASKED! For each day the essay is turned in early, I will offer a bonus of two points bonus, up to 10 points total. I must sign off on early papers i.e. turn them into me personally so I can date and sign.

The following is a breakdown of exactly what I will be looking for in the essay. Each criterion is worth five points. Use it as a checklist to guide and structure your essay:

( The introduction clearly presents a thesis and at least three supporting arguments. You may use the rhetorical précis to structure the introduction or the following structure, which we discussed in class.

( The body paragraphs of your essay further explore the strategies you listed in the introduction.

( The essay discusses and analyzes diction. Specific examples are given and include proper citation using MLA standards.

( The essay discusses and analyzes Mathabane’s syntax. Specific examples are given and include proper citation using MLA standards.

( The essay discusses and analyzes Mathabane’s figures of speech. Specific examples are given and include proper citation using MLA standards.

( The essay discusses and analyzes Mathabane’s figures of speech. Specific examples are given and include proper citation using MLA standards.
( The essay discusses and analyzes Mathabane’s use of pathos. Specific examples are given and include proper citation using MLA standards.

( The essay discusses and analyzes Mathabane’s use of ethos. Specific examples are given and include proper citation using MLA standards.

( The essay discusses and analyzes Mathabane’s use of logos. The analysis further breaks down the issue by addressing the type of reasoning/s Mathabane incorporates, inductive, deductive, or syllogism. Specific examples are given and include proper citation using MLA standards.
( Adequate discussion of how Mathabane’s writing strategies affect the reader is included.
( The essay is FREE of spelling mistakes.
( Passive voice is avoided. (DO NOT use helping verbs whenever possible. For example, do not say, “Mathabane had suggested…” Instead state it using active verbs: “Mathabane suggests…”
( Subject/verb agreement is present throughout the essay.
( There are NO misused homonyms (there, they’re, their etc.).
( Punctuation is accurate.
( Modifiers are used correctly (most adverbs end in –ly).
( First person DOES NOTappear in the essay.
( The essay utilizes interesting, active analysis verbs and avoids over usage of “to be” (see verb list I gave you at the beginning of the year for ideas).
( The essay includes this rubric, as well as a cover page with the date essay WAS TURNED IN, name, and class period. Essay is formatted correctly using standard 12 point font, Times New Roman, one-inch margins.
( Conclusion is meaningful, restates the thesis arguments and reflects the introductory paragraph.
EXTRA CREDIT OPPORTUNITIES!!!!!!!

You may have up to TWO peers, also in AP English III, proofread your essay and SIGN verifying they did so. You will be given ONE extra credit point on your overall grade for doing so. HOWEVER, if there are MORE THAN FIVE spelling, mechanical, or grammatical errors in the ENTIRE assignment, you will NOT receive extra credit and that student will lose TWO points off his or her overall grade. In other words, be careful whom you ask to proofread, and do NOT expect to just get your friends to sign off in order to get you free points.

You may also attend after-school tutoring in the library with a UT or ACC tutor and have him or her proofread and sign. This will earn you TWO extra credit points on the overall grade. Likewise, you may have another teacher proofread your paper and sign off. This will earn you TWO extra credit points.  That is a TOTAL of FIVE extra credit points and can make the difference in your final grade. 

_______________________________ Peer Proofreader One               _______________________________ Peer Proofreader Two _______________________________ Tutor Proofreader                     _______________________________ Teacher Proofreader

1. Offer a broad general statement as the topic applies to humans, history, or all of literature.





2. Narrow the scope with a transitional sentence that ties in the idea of education.





3. Continue to define the perimeters of the topic by including a statement on education within a specific culture or environment.





4. Specifically state Mathabane’s attitude towards education.





5. Further qualify the thesis statement by presenting at least three strategies Mathabane used in writing about and disclosing his attitude toward education.














