







           NAME: _____________________________

The Reluctant Fundamentalist, Vocabulary Worksheet Chapters 5-8

Match the following vocabulary words with their corresponding definitions:

1. _____ prodigious

A. v. infer or guess

2. _____ mire


B. conj. Even though; even if; although

3. _____ nostalgia

C. n. solemn feeling; seriousness; impressiveness

4.   _____ perplexity

D. n. a small bag or pad containing perfumed powder

5.    _____ lustrous

E. adj. near-sighted

6    _____ surmise

F. v. give consent by keeping silent or by not making objections; accept

7. _____ reproach

G. v. think or ponder; meditate; reflect

8. _____ guffaw


H. n. evenness of mind or temper

9. _____ solemnity

I. adj. having luster; shining; glossy

10. _____ albeit


J. adj. very great; huge, vast

11. _____ sachet


K. n. complete destruction 

12. _____ impeccable

L. n. burst of loud coarse laughter

13. _____ magnum

M. v. to blame, disapprove, criticize

14. _____ commingling

N. n. bottle that holds two quarts of wine or alcoholic liquor

15. _____ myopic


O. v. cause to be stuck or involve with difficulties

16. _____ equanimity

P. n. power to produce the effect wanted

17. _____ acquiesce

Q. n. state of being puzzled; confusion, bewilderment

18. _____ efficacy

R. adj. free from fault; irreproachable

19. _____ ruminate
S. n. painful yearning for one’s home, country, city or anything far removed in space or time

19. _____ annihilation

T. v. mingle with one another; blend

Fill in the blanks with the appropriate vocabulary words. NOTE that in some cases you may have to change the word’s part of speech or verb tense in order to correctly complete the sentence. For example, tenacity may be changed to tenacious, avail may become availed.

20. “Hmmm, maybe I should have removed all the flammable items from the shelf before welding new hinges on the cabinet doors,” ______________________________ the man as he watched his garage burn to the ground.

21. Rebecca’s love for her drug-dealing boyfriend was so _______________________________ she simply could not see that he was taking her down a highway to hell.

22. Unluckily, the man sitting next to me on the plane had a posterior end that was so __________________ that it flowed over into my seat, making the trip horribly uncomfortable.

23. Desperately wanting to get the attention of the college recruitment scouts, the star quarterback made certain to play an _________________________________ game. 

24. Rocky’s parents were put of town for the weekend. Even though he wasn’t supposed to, Rocky threw a huge party, resulting in the ____________________________ of the entire house!

25.  Evelyn’s silk prom dress was beautifully _________________________________. 

26. The supermodel was so shocked by Mike’s request for a date that she let out a huge ________________.

27. The plane ride was smooth-going, _______________________________ crowded with the obese man sitting next to me!

28. Having an unfortunate face, foul-smelling breath, and poor sense of social skills, Mike’s possibilities of acquiring a date with the supermodel were _________________________ with unlikelihood.

29. Hoping to slim down before the big high school reunion, Mrs. Jones bought the “Atomizer Shake Your World Arm Toner, as seen on TV. Sadly for her, the _________________________________ of the product was zilch. 

30. When Rocky’s parents got back home, they could only _______________________________ how the toilet bowl ended up in the fireplace.

31. Even though Santa Claus attained great satisfaction from his holiday duties, the warm weather of the southern hemisphere always made him _________________________________ for the snowy environ of the South Pole.

32. The work was not appealing, but ranch-hand Joe was so desperate for money that he finally ____________________________ and completed the job of cleaning all the stables.

33. Grandma’s clothes always smell like Windsong Perfume. She says it’s because of the _______________ she keeps in her drawers. 

34. Rocky’s parents sat him down at the kitchen table to discuss how he would financially reimburse them for the destruction that occurred while they were away. Immediately he understood the ___________________________ of the situation.

35. The emergency call-taker was always amazingly calm. Her _________________________________ was a textbook example of cool-headedness. 

36. It is rumored that Shakespeare was so love struck while writing Romeo and Juliet that he was prone to hitting the pubs and ordering several ____________________________ at a time. 

37. In a lame attempt to deflect the spotlight of shame, Rocky __________________________________ his friends for being such ill-behaved guests.

38. After a long drawn-out explanation as to how the toilet bowl ended up in the fireplace, Rocky’s parents were still __________________________________.

39. Mike crashed the supermodel’s house party but had difficulties ____________________________ with her guests.

Use the following vocabulary words in original sentences:

40. ruminate:

41. efficacy:

42. albeit:

43. acquiesce:

44. nostalgic:

45. mire:

46. equanimity:

47. impeccable:

48. surmise:

49. reproach:

50. prodigious:

