Charting Small Group Activity

Student Handout

Hamid begins each chapter with Changez directly addressing the American traveler. The effect of the discourse is varied. In your small groups, complete the following steps to analyze the effects of the direct addresses on the American traveler.

Step 1: Take turns rereading the initial discourse of each chapter aloud in your small group. For each introductory passage, write a BRIEF summary. This should not be elaborate – just enough for the group to quickly reference for organizational purposes.

Step 2: For each preliminary discourse, assign a TONE word that identifies Changez’ mood and an EMOTION word that describes the effect the discourse has on the American. For example, “condescending and hostile”.

Step 3: On a poster board, create a map graph to chart TONE and EMOTION. On the vertical axis rank the TONE and EMOTION labels from positive to negative, with the most positive being at the top and the most negative being at the bottom. On the horizontal axis plot a space for each chapter, one through twelve.

Step 4: Plot the diagram and draw out line accordingly. At each corresponding point of the graph, include a brief quote from Changez’ address to the American

Step 5: At the bottom of the poster include a one-paragraph reflection. What pattern, if any, did you discover from graphing the effects of the discourse? How does the flow of the graph reflect the author’s purpose?

