AP English III: Unit Three Syllabus

Objectives: The focus of this unit will be to continue teaching students the analytical process. Activities will primarily deal with annotation skills, identifying and establishing arguments, rhetorical analysis and critical listening. Class readings, including the out-of-school book, will center on the thematic question: 

What role should religion play in public life?

TEKS Addressed:
· (5) Reading/Comprehension of Literary Text/Fiction. Students understand, make inferences and draw conclusions about the structure and elements of fiction and provide evidence from text to support their understanding.

· (6) Reading/Comprehension of Literary Text/Literary Nonfiction. Students understand, make inferences and draw conclusions about the varied structural patterns and features of literary nonfiction and provide evidence from the text to support their understanding. Students are expected to analyze how rhetorical techniques (e.g., repetition, parallel structure, understatement, overstatement) in literary works, true life adventures, and historically important speeches influence the reader, evoke emotions, and create meaning.

· (13) Writing/Writing Process. Students use elements of the writing process (planning, drafting, revising, editing, and publishing) to compose text.

· (15) Writing/Expository and Procedural texts. Students write expository and procedural or work-related texts to communicate ideas and information to specific audiences for specific purposes.

· (17) Oral and Written Conventions/Conventions. Students understand the function of and use the conventions of academic language when speaking and writing. Students will continue to apply earlier standards with greater complexity.

· (18) Oral and Written Conventions/Handwriting, Capitalization, and Punctuation. Students write legibly and use appropriate capitalization and punctuation conventions in their compositions. Students are expected to correctly and consistently use conventions of punctuation and capitalization.

· (19) Oral and Written Conventions/Spelling. Students spell correctly. Students are expected to spell correctly, including using various resources to determine and check correct spellings.

· (24) Listening and Speaking/Listening. Students will use comprehension skills to listen attentively to others in formal and informal settings. Students will continue to apply earlier standards with greater complexity.

Book: 

1) The Screwtape Letters C.S. Lewis, Collier Books Macmillan Publishing Company, 1961 (students will read book outside of class)

Readings: 

1) Chapter 3, 4, 5, 11  Everything’s An Argument
2)  “Selling Safe Sex in Public Schools” by Michelle Bryant

3)  “Separation of Church and State: A War on Christmas and Other Misguided Notions” by Melanie Springer Mock

4)  “Wearing a Head Scarf is My choice as a Muslim Please respect It” by Mariam Rhamani

5) “Between the Sexes” by Randy Cohen

6) “An Ideal of Service to Our Fellow Man” by Albert Einstein

7) “We Are Each Other’s Business” by Eboo Patel

8) “There is No God” by Penn Jillette

9)  The Elliot Debates 4:192-201

Assessments: 

1) Vocabulary Quizzes 5-6

2) Listening Quiz Michael Bloomberg, Address in Support of Religious Tolerance and New York City Mosque 

3) Small Groups Debate Presentations: Should the “under God” be eliminated from the Pledge of Allegiance? OR Should religious symbols be removed from public spaces?

4) Chapter 2-4 Everything’s an Argument Quiz

Essays: 

1) Occasional Paper

2) Social Issue Film/Documentary Essay: Religulous
3) Proposed Mosque at Ground Zero Synthesis Paper

4) This I Believe Essay

5) Rhetorical Analysis Essay: The Screwtape Letters
Homework:
1)   The Screwtape Letters by C.S. Lewis Reading Study Guide 

2) Chapters 3, 4 Everything’s An Argument readings, annotation and “Respond” activities.

3) SAT Vocabulary sentences 5-6

4) “American rhetoric” speech with identified rhetorical devices

5) “Selling Safe Sex in Public Schools” by Michelle Bryant with Respond questions 1-4

6) “Wearing a Head Scarf is My choice as a Muslim Please respect It” by Mariam Rhamani with Respond questions 1-5

Extra Credit Opportunities:

1) Social Issue Film/Documentary Essay: Devil’s Playground

Weeks One and Two  (Jan. 4-18)

Session 1: 

1) Introduce Vocabulary 5. Complete practice worksheet.

2) View video clip http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GkfMBL3S4vQ. Discuss Bob Dylan’s character and what he seeks to represent.

3) View video clip http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QsFrFQ-F64Y. Discuss incongruence of the commercial. 

Session 2: 

1) Read and annotate Chapter 5, Everything’s An Argument p. 95-103 as whole group.

2) Review Power Point: identifying author and audience

HOMEWORK: Chapters 3 Everything’s An Argument readings, annotate and “Respond” activities 1-4 AND use each SAT vocabulary word in an original sentence

Session 3: 

1) Continue reading and annotating Chapter 5, Everything’s An Argument 103-123 as whole group.

Session 4: 

1) In small groups complete Respond activity 1, p. 130 using Martin Luther King’s Letter from a Birmingham Jail.

HOMEWORK: Chapters 4 Everything’s An Argument read, annotate and complete “Respond” activities 1-5

Session 5: 

1) Looping game review

2) Vocabulary Quiz 5

Session 6: 

1) Complete Respond activities 2 and 4, p. 130

HOMEWORK: Chapter 11 Everything’s An Argument read, annotate and complete Respond activity 4 

Session 7: 

1) Review Power Point Chapter 11 Everything’s An Argument
2) Small groups: complete Respond activities 1 and 3

Session 8: 

1) Revisit King’s Letter from a Birmingham Jail. Discuss and identify characterizing elements of King’s rhetorical writing style.

2) Write a three-paragraph argument on a topic of choice. Imitate King’s writing style.

HOMEWORK: Chapters 2-4 Everything’s An Argument take-home quiz

Session 9: 

1) Read, annotate and discuss “Separation of Church and State: A War on Christmas and Other Misguided Notions” by Melanie Springer Mock as a whole group.

Session 10: 

1)  Complete Respond activity 6 in small groups using assigned cartoon. Groups will write essays on poster paper and post on wall for class review.

HOMEWORK: “Selling Safe Sex in Public Schools” by Michelle Bryant with Respond questions 1-4

Weeks Three and Four (Jan. 19-28)

Sessions 1:

1) Vocabulary Review: “Who am I?” game

2) Listening Quiz Michael Bloomberg, Address in Support of Religious Tolerance and New York City Mosque 

Session 2: 

1) Independent work: complete Respond activities 1-4, p. 880, Everything’s An Argument

HOMEWORK: “Selling Safe Sex in Public Schools” by Michelle Bryant with Respond questions 1-4

Session 3:

1) Review synthesis rubric and tips for writing effective argument.

2) In-class timed essay: Proposed mosque at ground zero debate.

Session 4:

1) Review synthesis rubric.

2) Students exchange essays, read and evaluate using rubric

HOMEWORK: Prepare for Socratic seminar 

Session 5:

1) Socratic Seminar The Screwtape Letters, letters I - XV

Session 6: 

1) Socratic Seminar The Screwtape Letters, letters I - XV
HOMEWORK: Log onto americanrhetoric.com. Select a speech, print and read. Identify ten rhetorical devices. Highlight and label.

Session 7:

1) Read, annotate and discuss as whole group, “Between the Sexes” by Randy Cohen.

Session 8:


1) Complete Respond activities 1 and 2, p. 894 Everything’s An Argument
HOMEWORK: “Wearing a Head Scarf is My choice as a Muslim Please respect It” by Mariam Rhamani with Respond questions 1-5

Weeks Five and Six (Jan. 31 – Feb. 4))

Session 1:


1) Documentary: Religulous
Session 2:

1) Documentary: Religulous
HOMEWORK: Social Issue Film/Documentary Essay

Session 3:

1) Review and make up day.

2) Individual student essay conferences

Session 4:

1) Review and make up day.

2) Individual student essay conferences

Session 5:

1) Small groups read “An Ideal of Service to Our Fellow Man” by Albert Einstein

“We Are Each Other’s Business” by Eboo Patel and “There is No God” by Penn Jillette

2) Groups rotate to corresponding stations

Session 6:

1) Independent practice: complete Respond activities 1-3, p. 899 Everything’s An Argument

HOMEWORK: Read and annotate Muslims in Congress? by Dave Miller PhD. 

Session 7:

1) Computer lab: This I Believe activity 4, p. 899 Everything’s An Argument
Session 8:

1) Computer lab: This I Believe activity 4, p. 899 Everything’s An Argument 

HOMEWORK: This I Believe essay

Session 9:

1) Read, discuss and annotate the Eliot Debates 192-201

2) Small groups: create diagram of basic arguments.

Session 10:

1) Prepare group dialogue that briefly re-enacts the debate.

HOMEWORK: Prepare for Socratic seminar

Week Seven (Feb. 7-14)

Session 1:

1) Introduce Vocabulary 6. Complete vocabulary practice worksheet.

2) Show video clips: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XiN-MW-CP0A, http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6VUo8OuFaiI&feature=related, http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=D86moEdCBlA, http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MEikl5fyp84 

3) Introduce debate topics: Should “under God” be removed from the Pledge of Allegiance? OR Should religious symbols be removed from public spaces?

4) Read and discuss assignment sheet. Assign small groups.

Session 2:

1) Research: library

HOMEWORK: Work on debate presentation.

Session 3:

1) Computer lab: debate research.

Session 4:

1) Computer lab: debate project.
HOMEWORK: Work on debate presentation AND study for vocabulary quiz

Session 5:

1) Looping game vocabulary review

2) Vocabulary 6 Quiz

Session 6:

1) Continue working on debate project
HOMEWORK: Prepare for debate presentation AND Socratic seminar

Session 7:

1) Group debate presentations

Session 8:

1) Socratic seminar: XVI - XXXI
HOMEWORK: The Screwtape Letters rhetorical analysis essay

